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Back-to-School Bash 
At STM, the teachers held a Back-to-School Bash for the 
students and parents in the gym. Mrs. Finnegan said, “The 
purpose of the Back-to-School Bash is to celebrate coming 
back to school. Parents use the Back-to-School bash to get 
information about school. They also can collect school 
supplies and spirit wear. The most popular station is the 
balloon animal station. In this station kids get to come, 
collect balloon animals, and play with them. The spirit wear 
station also gets a lot of attention. This station is where 
people can get STM hoodies and clothing. Lastly, because 
of the circumstances this year the school could not add 
everything they wanted too. They would have liked to 
spread out and add more stations. I would definitely 
recommend the Back-to-School Bash for next year. 
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“He Is Here, Come To Him”
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STM’s 50th Celebration 

 During the weekend of October 8, 9, and 10, there was a 
celebration for the 50th Anniversary of St Thomas More 
School. Friday, October 8, there was a prayer service with 
Monsignor Murphy where we honored Monsignor Murphy 
for over 40 years of being a pastor at Saint Thomas More. 
Saturday, October 9 there was a Children’s Mass, followed 
by a kid’s dinner in the Family Center. Our student 
ambassadors served the dinner, and Father Esposito played 
guitar for entertainment. Sunday, October 10th there was a 
Commemorative mass with Bishop Schlert, Monsignor 
Murphy, and Father Pendzick.  After the Mass, there was a 
dinner celebration at DeSales University with our 8th grade 
ambassadors all attending, and Henry Samer and Sarah 
Doan speaking on what St Thomas More School means to 
them. The 50th Anniversary Campaign is called The Legacy 
Continues. We wish another 50 years of success for our 
wonderful school.
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Prayer Service 

A Prayer Service was held to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of STM. Monsignor Murphy 
started off the prayer service 
with an amazing prayer 
followed by a video. The video 
was about Monsignor Murphy 
and his journey through St. 
Thomas More. Since Mr. 
Peiffer could not make the 
prayer service, there was a 
video he made about 
Monsignor. Later in the preyer 
service Monsignor was 
presented with a beautiful 
painting of himself. The 
painting will be hung outside of 
the gymnasium in honor of him. 
St. Thomas More will truly 
miss Monsignor Murphy. 
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Spy School, by Stuart Gibbs, is an amazing book with all of the 
plot twists and detailed characters. The book starts out with Ben 
Ripley being recruited to a CIA school for aspiring spies. He trains 
and slowly discovers that there is a mole in the school. Ben, along 
with some allies he met along the way, raced to stop it and save the 
school. The first book in the Spy School series, it is sure to invade 
your thoughts and urge you to read more. Recommended for 
Grades 4 and up. 

Book Review

If your looking for a movie to watch, I recommend 
Cruella. Cruella is a wicked designer and amazing thief. 
She was born to a single mother but she had one flaw. She 
was born with black and white hair! Her original name was 
Estella and whenever she did something, wicked she went 
by the name Cruella. She went to a very nice school and 
was ready to rule it. She didn't exactly do great and 
flunked out. Estella and her mother needed money because 
the school she went to was super expensive. They went to 
get money from an old friend. This is where Estella’s 
mother died. The next day, or that’s what it felt like, she 
met two thieves- Jasper, Horace, and their dog Wink. She 
followed them to their hideout with her hair hidden. She 
became one of them that day, even though she didn’t really 
want to. As they grew older, they became wonderful 
thieves and considered each other family. Finally, it is 
Estella’s birthday. For a gift she was given her dream job. 
What happens next? You’ll need to watch the movie to 
find that out! 

Movie Review
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Cross Country 2021 

Cross country is a running sport where you have to run long distances and in grade school 
there are different lengths for each grade. In K-2, it’s one half mile, grades 3-4, it is one mile; Grades 5-6 
it’s one and one half miles, and finally 7-8 it’s two miles. This year I am in 7th grade so I am running two 
miles for my first time. I have been running since 1st grade and I have learned a lot since, like 
determination and controlling my breathing. For that I need to thank my coach, who was actually new the 
year I started, Coach Kieran. Cross country is also great for building endurance. This year, I was 
quarantined the first three meets of the season, and when I got back, my first meet was at St. Joseph the 
Worker. In that race, I got 15 minutes and five seconds as my time. There was a big difference from my 
first to second race because the first race was very hilly, and I was coming out of COVID but the second 
race I got 12 minutes and 28 seconds. These two times are my best and worst times of the season. This 
season was very eventful and as tradition we always have a Halloween event where we run half of what we 
normally run then we Trick or Treat running from parent to parent. I love doing cross country and highly 
encourage you to give it a try next year. 

Fall 2021 Volleyball

Here at STM, we are running a volleyball program for Grades 
5-8. This program started at the beginning of the school year and 
ended October 23. This years 7th grade Fall Volleyball Team: 
Penny Campbell, Katie Carbone, Kate Cari, Zoe Carrasquillo, 
Emma de Gale, Chloe Fifield, Kiana Morales, Annie Niggel, 
Mary Rabold, Clara Reis, Lauren Rutt, Natalie Taveras, Meredith 
Trump, and Emily Tucker. Also, this year's 8th grade Fall Team: 
Sophia Cwynar, Sarah Doan, Emily Garrett, Emerson Springs, 
Grace McEwan, Riley Landis, Emilia LoPiccolo, Madison 
O'Brien, Lily Salari, and Izabella Waz. Coaches this year for 7th 
grade are Heather McClain, Tricia Maskiell, and Jared Rabold 
and the eight grade coach is Matt Cwynar. The goals that the 
coaches want these girls to learn are how a team works, 
confidence, and the basics of volleyball. As Mrs. McClain said 
“This team has progressed fantastically, they compliment and lift 
each other up.” If you think about wanting to join volleyball, 
there is going to be a team in the spring. 



November Edition November 5, 2021

 

�5

On October 27, the DEA (Drug Enforcement Agency) sent two 
agents to talk to our school about illegal drug use, and staying 
safe from peer pressure. First, a helicopter landed on the Saint 
Thomas More soccer fields. One of the agents was the dad of a 
third grader! He talked about his job, first to the older grades, 
and then to the younger grades. He also talked about some of his 
missions and about how he loved his job. Finally, he had each 
classroom take a picture in front of the helicopter.

In early October this year the Western Salisbury Fire Department paid St. Thomas 
More School a visit. Grades K-4 learned all about fire safety and it’s importance. 
Especially smoke detectors, and having a plan in case of a fire. The firefighters 
dressed in their suits to show to the younger students that they are nothing to be afraid 
of and are there to help them. To really get the point across, they also high-fived the 
students. They told them about the fire trucks, facts about the ladder height and water 
tanks. To close the presentation, the fire fighters sprayed water all over the STM 
parking lot. It may have been a lot of fun but the real purpose of this visit was to 
teach students to take fire safety seriously, even if the firefighters kind of sound like 
Darth Vader. “I hope the students really take it to heart,” says Mrs. Salovay, “because 
fire safety is key.”

Vikings On The Road

Here at STM, Central Catholic High School came to visit and talk to the 
middle school about what being at CCHS is like. They talked about a 
program with Mercy School (BFF) where they buddy up with the students 
at Mercy, ad be friends with them and do activities with them like writing 
back and forth. They also talked about their many sports programs at the 
school. They told us about how some of the classes as well. They also told 
us about what the policies were at the CCHS. Lastly, they talked to us about 
how at the school they are trying to prepare you for college and that they 
are a faith-based school to strengthen your relationship with God.

Fire Safety Visit
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7th & 8th Grade Halloween Party

On October 22, 7th and 8th grade students had a Halloween party. They participated in all different types of 
games and activities such as volleyball, basketball, corn hole, jump rope, and so much more. Many students also 
participated in a dance-off and a costume contest. The dance-off was very intense. Volunteers voted on who would 
win the dance off and the boys won, the girls who joined did amazing as well. Dusty Rose (Father Pendzick’s 
dog) was dressed up as Wonder Woman and was the cutest thing ever! There was also a food area that had many 
cupcakes, candy, chips, and a photo booth! Volunteers worked very hard to decorate the gymnasium, and the 
parking lot, they did an amazing job! 7th and 8th grade had the times of their lives and so did the volunteers. 

STM Pumpkin Patch

This year, Grades K-4 picked pumpkins at school again. Only this year, it wasn’t because of Covid! It was 
because they couldn’t find someone to drive the bus. They watched virtual videos made by Unangst Farm. 
Students learned about the farm and were given a tour of the barn, all in the classroom! Then they went outside to 
the soccer field and played the Halloween-themed games such as Witch Hat Toss, Mummy Bowling, Monster 
Toss, and Throw the Egg On The Web. The 5th graders helped with the activities by setting up and helping with 
the games. Then they picked pumpkins. The students were even able to take them home. Everyone had fun! 
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    Pumpkin Cookies  

• 2/3 cup packed brown sugar 
• 3/4 cup butter(softened) 
• 1/2 cup of pumpkin purée  
• 2 eggs 
• 2 1/4 cups of all purpose 

flour 
• 1 teaspoon baking soda 
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 

     
    Brown Butter Frosting 

• 3 cups powdered sugar 
• 1 teaspoon of vanilla 
• 3 to 4 tablespoons milk 
• 1/3 cup of butter

•Heat oven to 375°F. In a large bowl, beat granulated sugar, brown sugar, 
butter, and vanilla with an electric mixer on medium speed, scraping the 
bowl occasionally, until well blended. Beat in pumpkin and eggs until well 
mixed. On low speed, beat in flour, baking soda, cinnamon, and salt. 

•On ungreased cookie sheets, drop dough by heaping tablespoonfuls. 

•Bake for 10 to 12 minutes or until almost no indentation remains when 
touched in the center. Immediately remove from cookie sheets to the 
cooling rack. Cool completely, about 45 minutes. 

•For the frosting, in a medium bowl, place powdered sugar, vanilla and 
milk. In a one quart saucepan, heat butter over medium heat, stirring 
constantly, just until light brown. 

•Pour browned butter over powdered sugar mixture. Beat on low speed for 
about one minute or until smooth. Gradually add just enough of the 
remaining one tablespoon of milk to make frosting creamy and spreadable. 
Generously frost cooled cookies. Enjoy!  

Directions

Fall Recipe
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Class News

1st & 2nd Grade Class News

3rd Grade Class News

5th Grade Class News

This year, on September 24, 1st and 2nd Grade participated in Johnny Appleseed Day. There was no contest this year, 
but students tasted red, yellow, and green apples. They graphed the results. Students found the green apples especially 
sour. The classes made delicious applesauce along with other fun fall crafts and activities, all while learning about 
Johnny Appleseed, the American pioneer. First Graders also sang the song Five Little Pumpkins to Father Joji and 
Rectory staff in their costumes on the October 29. They were not only adorable, but I’m sure they put quite the smile on 
everyone’s faces at the Rectory. 

Third Grade just recently did the Abraham Rap, a rap all 3rd graders do in front of 
their classes! They get to dress up in silly hats, sunglasses, necklaces, and sometimes 
beards! The rap is all about Abraham and his wife Sarah going to the chosen land. It’s 
a great way for students to learn about this important Bible story, while having lots of 
fun! The 3rd graders also wrote and colored paper stockings to the soldiers fighting 
for our country over the holidays. They did this with their 7th Grade prayer partners.

The 5th graders read a book called The Orphan Of Ellis Island and are planning a field trip there on May 12. 
Marta Kulischenko, who went through Ellis Island when she was five, came to talk to us about it. Mrs. 
Kulischenko was born in Ukraine, which is in Europe. They had very rich soil and made a lot of bread. Ukraine is 
also known as the bread basket. Ukraine wasn’t as peaceful as it sounds. During World War II, Russia started to 
invade Ukraine! All the men were sent to prison, leaving women and children, who can’t work, to die! Most of 
them ended up dying of hunger! After Russia took over, the churches all closed. If people were caught praying or 
doing anything christianly they would get arrested. Her family decided to leave Ukraine and was sent to a DP 
(displaced person) camp in Austria. She went to nursery school with her sister, and they both enjoyed it. The 
family spent three years at the DP camp before leaving for America. She traveled to America on a ship. When she 
got on the ship, she liked it very much but her mom and sister didn’t and became sick. When they finally saw land, 
it was a very exciting moment for them. She arrived at Ellis Island on April 6, 1949. After the long inspection and 
spending several days at Ellis Island, they learned that a man from Northampton, Pennsylvania, agreed to sponsor 
their family. They went with their sponsor and worked on his farm until they saved enough money to build their 
own house. Mrs. Kulischenko still lives there today!
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On September 17, 2021 two refugees came to talk to the 7th and 8th graders. 
First, I’ll start with Dr. Tran. Dr. Tran was a Catholic Vietnam refugee. It took 
him and his family a very long time to figure out where they needed to go. 
Finally, their answer came to them when a big U.S ship came to save them 
stranded at sea. They had to be moved from place to place until St. Thomas 
More School decided to adopt them! The entire STM community helped! 
Nowadays, Dr. Tran and his family sometimes visit their old home. Next, Rasha 
came to speak over Zoom. She and her family were seeking refuge away from 
Syria. They risked their lives to not only help their family but to help others as 
well. Along the way, they were transported to many different refugee camps. She 
was 12 years of age when she and her family left Syria. It was a hard, dreary 
journey, but she persevered. Later, she went to Allen High School. She then 
found a house in Emmaus. Currently, Rasha is a college student in New York. 

8th Grade Jacobsburg Field Trip

On November 2, the 8th Grade took a trip to Jacobsburg Park, which is located in Nazareth. On my trip to 
Jacobsburg, my classmates and I studied the biology of the creek and based on the type of animals that lived there, 
we were able to discover if the lake was healthy or not. My classmates and I also test the physical parts of the creek 
like the temperature, width, depth, velocity, and the volume of flow. For both of these activities, we had to go in the 
creek and the water was freezing cold. The boots they gave us didn’t help because the water’s height was up to our 
knees and the water would get into the boots. During the chemistry portion of the trip, we tested the solubility, the 
pH, alkalinity, and a few more. Solubility is the ability to be dissolved, especially in water. The pH determines if 
the water is acidic or basic. Alkalinity is the measure of the water’s ability to annul acids. Even though it was really 
cold, I had a great time at Jacobsburg, and I'm sure most of my classmates did too. 

Refugee Assembly
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Father Pendzick Interview

Our new Pastor at STM, Father Pendzick has been a priest for 24 years. Before he came to STM, he was at 
St Elizabeth in Whitehall. He was “The Pastor of the Lehigh Valley Mall” since it was down the street from 
St Elizabeth. His dog, Dusty Rose, used to sneak out to the school. He was at a farm with a long, dusty road 
and so he named her Dusty Rose. He was originally from Long Island, New York. His dad became an 
engineer and worked for General Electric. That’s how his family moved to Allentown. He started STM in 1st 
Grade, and after graduating from 8th Grade, he went to Central Catholic and after that, the Seminary. His 
hobbies are golfing with the other priests, reading, visiting his parents, and playing with his dog. His 
favorite part of preaching at STM is looking at all the children in the pew because he said “I sat there, I sat 
with the kids.” He said that preaching at the altar doesn’t feel real. He likes the opportunity to bring Christ to 
the kids. His favorite sacrament is confession. He loves making people feel better. Father’s inspiration to 
become a priest was a retreat that he went on. He didn’t think it would be interesting at first but there he 
learned how to truly pray. Then, on his third retreat, he was asked to talk to them and that is where he found 
out he liked it. If he weren’t a priest, he would most likely be a teacher, a psychiatrist, or a counselor. At first 
he felt unsure about his calling to the seminary. He had second thoughts and then went on to become a 
teacher. He realized that he really loves helping people being the best person they can become. Father 
Pendzick went back to the seminary. He has a degree in Moral Theology. His favorite subject in school was 
math. He played soccer when he was at STM, and he likes chess. He was a fan of sports. He has three 
siblings. He was part of a Catholic family. Father Pendzick is a wonderful man, he will make an amazing 
priest here at STM.
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